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1 . MINISTER OF DEFENSE BOTHA, SPEAKING IN RESPONSE TO 
QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE ROLE OF THE INTERNATIONAL RED 
CROSS IN ANGOLA, TOLD PRESSMEN MARCH 15 THAT SAG WOULD WITH- 
DRAW COMPLETELY FROM ALL REFUGEE SERVICES BY SATURDAY, 
MARCH 27 HE HAD NOTED IN HIS EARLIER STATEMENT ON WITH- 
DRAWAL OF TROOPS THAT IT WAS ANTICIPATED THAT SERVICES 
WOULD BE TERMINATED IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

2. TEXT OF BOTHA STATEMENT: "I REPEAT THE EXPOSITION 
GIVEN TO THE PRESS ON FRIDAY. THE SOUTH AFRICAN DEFENCE 
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REFUGEES. WE WILL RENDER NO FURTHER ASSISTANCE IN THE 
REFUGEE CAMPS AFTER SATURDAY. MARCH 27, 1976." 

3. IN RELATED DEVELOPMENT, UNITA SOLDIERS AND CAMPT 
FOLLOWERS ARE CROSSING BORDER INTO OVAMBOLAND. OWAMBO 
CHIEF MINISTER, PASTOR CORNELIUS NDJOBA, TOLD PRESS 
MARCH 18 THAT HIS CABINET HAD ALREADY GIVEN PERMISSION 
TO 208 MEN AND 63 WOMEN AND CHILDREN WHO HAVE CROSSED 
BORDER TO TAKE UP RESIDENCE NEAR OSHIKANGO. PRESS 
STATES THAT UPON ENTERING OWAMBO, UNITA SOLDIERS 
SURRENDERED THEIR ARMS. 

4. COMMENT: IN PREVISOUS CONVERSATIONS THE PM AND FONMIN 
(REFTELS) INDICATED THAT THE SAG COULD NOT ASSUME 
RESPONSIBILITY INDEFINITELY FOR REFUGEE CAMPS. THEY SAID 
POINT WOULD SOON BE REACHED WHERE SAG WOULD HAVE TO DIS 
CONTINUE ITS SUPPORT WHETHER OR NOT BODIES SUCH AS UNHCR 
OR ICRC TOOK OVER THE CAMPS. WHEN THIS POINT WAS REACHED, 
THEY NOTED, SAG WOULD SET A DATE FOR PULLOUT AND PROCEED 
ACCORDINGLY. HAVING FAILED TO GET AN OUTSIDE AGENCY TO 
ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY, THE SAG HAS NOW SET MARCH 27 AS 
THE DEADLINE. THE ICRC REPRESENTATIVE IN WINDHOEK IS 
QUOTED AS SAYING ICRC LACKS IN-PLACE RESOURCES NEEDED 

TO ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 5,000 OR MORE STILL 
LIVING IN THE TWO CAMPS. TODAY WE CHECKED WITH FOREIGN 
SECURETARY FOURIE ABOUT THE PROSPECTS FOR THE ICRC ASSUMING 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE TWO CAMPS. HE CONFIRMED THAT THE 
SAG HAS SO FAR NOT OBTAINED ICRC AGREEMENT AND REITERATED 
THAT THE SAG IS PULLING OUT AFTER MARCH 27 REGARDLESS OF 
WHAT THE ICRC OR UNHCR MAY DO. 
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